THE GREAT STATE

under conditions of more or less limited privacy,
will presumably cease to exist. I allude more par-
ticularly to cases of blackmail, of divorce, or of
libel and slander. I need not enlarge on the effects
of publicity regarding blackmail or divorce, but
I may add that the publicity of libel and slander
proceedings often denies relief to all but that par-
ticular class of litigants who seek pecuniary damages
rather than the rehabilitation of character. But
this is a mere obvious step in civilisation that will
be reached long before the Great State can be more
than dawning.

It is difficult to anticipate any particular develop-
ments of the law governing the status of women,
either as dependent or independent of men, when
the whole institution of monogamy, so-called, that
now exists may be fundamentally altered; and the
difficulty is even more formidable in regard to chil-
dren and succession to property. Such matters I
will leave to my colleagues with a certain relief.

As to criminals, it is to be hoped that the criminal
law of the Great State will be of as little immediate
consequence to the citizen of the Great State as
it is to the well-to-do citizen of to-day. As Hobbes
well puts it:

"Every Sovereign ought to cause Justice to be taught, which
(consisting in taking from no man what is his) is as much as
to say, to cause men to be taught not to deprive their neighbours,
by violence or fraud, of anything which by the sovereign au-
thority is theirs."
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